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DONATIONS. 



Manuscript Volume of the late General Vallancey* Pre- 
sented by the Marquis of Normanby. 

The Rights of Animals. By the Rev. W. H. Drummond. 
Presented by the Author. 

Astronomical Observations made at the Cambridge Obser- 
vatory, by the Rev. James Challis, M. A. Presented by the 
Author. 

Tables of Logarithms. Presented by the publishers, 
Messrs. Taylor and Walton of London. 

Political Medicine. By T. H. Maunsell, M. D. Pre- 
sented by the Author. 

Comptes Rendus Hebdomadaires des Seances de I'Acade- 
mie des Sciences. Par MM. les Secretaires Perpetuels. 
Nos. 2 — 7. Px*emier Semestre, 1839. Presented by the 
Academy. 



April 8. 

SIR Wm. R. HAMILTON, A. M., President, in the Chair. 

Thomas Rhodes, Esq., and John U. Owen, M. D., were 
elected Members of the Academy. 



Professor Lloyd laid on the table of the Academy, the 
apparatus for experiments on the rectilinear, elliptic, and cir- 
cular polarization of light, invented by M. Dove of Berlin ; 
also two sets of Fraunhofer's gratings, presented to him by 
Edward Cooper, Esq. M.P., by whom they were brought 
from Munich. 



Dr. Wilde, a visiter, by permission of the Academy, read 
a paper on some Discoveries he had made at Tyre, relating 
to the manufacture of the celebrated Purple Dye. 
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Dr. Wilde stated, that having been engaged in investi- 
gating the ruins of Tyre, he discovered several circular 
apertures or reservoirs cut in the solid sandstone rock close to 
the water's edge along the southern shores of the peninsula. 
These in shape resembled a large pot, and varied in size 
from two to eight feet, in diameter and from four to five deep ; 
some were in clusters, others isolated, and several were con- 
nected in pairs by a conduit about a foot deep. Many of 
those reservoirs were filled with a breccia solely compos- 
sed of broken up shells, bound together by carbonate of 
lime, and a small trace of strontian ; large heaps of a simi- 
lar breccia were found in the vicinity of the pots. This 
mass, a portion of which Dr. Wilde exhibited to the Aca- 
demy, is exceedingly heavy, of adamantine hardness, and 
the shells of which it is composed appear to be all of one spe- 
cies, and from the sharpness of their fracture, were evidently 
broken by art and not worn or water washed. The portions 
of shell were examined by eminent naturalists, and are pro- 
nounced to be the murex trunculus, which most concholo- 
gists agree was one species from which the Tyrian dye was 
obtained, but until now, no jproq/could be given of its being 
the actual shell. 

Dr. Wilde is of opinion, that the reservoirs he discover- 
ed were the vats or mortars in which the shells were broken 
up, in order to obtain the dye (which lies in a sac in the neck 
of the mollusc inhabiting them,) and showed that it accu- 
rately accords with the description of Pliny, who states, that 
the smaller shells (of which those in the specimen are ex- 
amples) were broken in " certain mills." 



Dr. Wilde exhibited some ancient spear heads, the pro- 
perty of Lord Lorton, found in the County of Roscommon. 



Resolved, (on the recommendation of Council,)— That 
certain defaulters, owing five years' subscription and upwards 
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on the 16th of March last, be declared to be no longer 
Members of the Academy. 

Resolved, — That the new device, proposed by Sir W. 
Betham for the Seal of the Academy, be adopted, and that 
the thanks of the Academy be given to Sir W. Betham. 

DONATIONS. 

Comptes Rendus Hebdomadaires des Seances de I'Acade- 
mie des Sciences. Nos. 8 — 9, 1839. Presented by the Aca- 
demy. 

Abhandlungen der Kbmglichen Academie der Wissens- 
chaften ssu Berlin, for 1833. Also, Tiber die Landerverwal- 
tuny unter dem Chalifate, von Joseph von Hammer, 1835. 
Presented by the Royal Academy of Berlin. 

Statistique de la France 1835. {Commerce Exterieur.) 
Presented by Mons. Moreau de Jonnes. 

Dr. Walsh's Constantinople. Presented by the Author. 

Walsh on early Christian Coins and Gems. Presented 
by the Author. 

Dr. Walsh's Journey from Constantinople. Presented 
by the Author. 

First Annual Report of the Dublin Natural History 
Society, 1839. Presented by the Society. 

Catalogue of the Library of the Royal Dublin Society, 
1839. Presented by the Society. 

Transactions of the Geological Society of London. Vol. 
V. Part I. Presented by the Society. 

Report on the Geology of Cornwall, Devon, and West 
Somerset ; by Henry T. de la Beche, F. R. S. Presented 
by the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. 



